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Charging Policy

Please note that throughout this policy the word ‘parent(s)’ is used to refer to both
parents and carers.

1 Introduction

In accordance with the requirement of the 1996 Education Act Governors are required
to state their policy with regard to charges in respect of activities provided by the school
within and outside the school day.

2 Aims and Objectives
2.1 The aims of this policy are:

o To maintain the right of all pupils to free school education
o To enable all pupils to take full advantage of the activities provided by the school.

2.2 The objectives of this policy are:

e To ensure that activities offered in school time will be available to all pupils
regardless of their parent’s ability or willingness to help meet the cost

e To identify those activities for which charges may be levied

e To determine which charges will be remitted for parents experiencing hardship

e To invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school in support of any activity
organised by the school either during or outside school hours

e To ensure that the responsibilities for the charging policy are clearly and
appropriately allocated and to ensure that the operation of the policy is
systematically reviewed and the findings acted upon.

3 Activities During The School Day
3.1 It is the policy of the governing body:

e to levy a charge for cooking ingredients in Year R where parents have indicated
at the beginning of each school year that they wish to contribute.

e to levy a charge for the provision of music tuition to pupils (usually provided by
Kent Music School), either individually or in groups of four or less except where it
is provided to fulfill statutory duties relating to the National Curriculum

e to levy a charge for the board and lodging element of a residential activity should
we wish to undertake such an opportunity. If the school organises a residential
visit in school time or mainly school time, which is to provide education directly
related to the National Curriculum, a charge will be made to cover the costs of
any education, travel expenses and the actual cost of the board and lodgings.
Governors will remit such charges to parents in receipt of income support family
credit, an income based job seekers allowance or disability working allowance



4. For activities Outside school hours

It is the policy of the governing body to levy a charge for all activities provided outside

school with the following exceptions:

e No charge will be made if the activity is an essential part of the basic curriculum.

e The board and lodging element of a residential activity will be remitted to parents in
receipt of income support, family credit, job seekers allowance or disability working
allowance.

e Education outside school hours other than education which is an essential part of
the curriculum, as defined in the Education Act as an ‘optional extra’. This does not
include Booster groups or clubs run by school staff for which no charge is levied.

5. For all activities

It is the policy of the Governing Body to request voluntary contributions from all parents
for school activities in or out of school time which can only be provided if there is
sufficient voluntary funding.

6. Voluntary Contributions

6.1 When organising school trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational
experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip.
All contributions are voluntary. If we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, we
may cancel a visit. If a visit goes ahead, it may include children whose parents have not
paid any contribution. We do not treat these children differently from any others.

6.2 If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or
unable to make a voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the
trip or activity. Sometimes the school pays additional costs in order to support the visit.
This is funded from an allocated amount in the school’s budget. Parents have a right to
know how each trip is funded. The school provides this information upon written
request.

6.3 The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require
voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’.
This list is not exhaustive:

e Visits to museums, activity centres, environmental centres, places of historical
interest, farms etc;

sporting activities which require transport expenses;

outdoor adventure activities;

visits to the theatre;

school trips abroad;

workshops for Creative Arts Week or Science Week or other visitors to school
such as storytellers or theatre companies.

e Coach costs



7 Music Tuition

7.1 All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge
for this.

7.2 There is a charge for individual or group music tuition if this is not part of the
National Curriculum. The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group
lessons. This activity is run by Kent Music School who make a charge for these lessons.
Parents in receipt of state benefits are exempt from payment. We give parents
information about additional music tuition.

7.3 There is a charge for the loan of instruments and learning books. This is however a
refundable deposit which is refunded once the equipment is returned to us in good
condition. The payment is normally requested in the form of a cheque which will only be
cashed if the instrument is either not returned or damaged.

8 Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2 on a rotation
basis at the Stour Centre in Ashford. These take place in school time and are part of the
National Curriculum. We make a minimal voluntary charge for the cost of one swimming
teacher that we have to use from the Stour Centre, all the other instructors are fully
trained teachers from school with no cost implication, along with a voluntary
contribution to cover the cost of the coach transportation. We inform parents when
these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written permission for their
child to take part in swimming lessons.

9 Extra Curricular Activities

9.1 A number of extra curricular activities are run by the school. The majority of these
activities are free. Charges are however made for extra curricular activities that are run
by independent groups.

9.2 Godinton After School Club provides after school childcare for parents. This is run
by Kent Play Clubs who manage the club on our behalf. Charges are levied for these
sessions and details of these are available upon request from the school office.

10. Remission
10.1 Itis the policy of the governing body:

e to remit charges for board and lodging to parents in receipt of income support and
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family credit

e to delegate to the Full Governing Body the determination of any individual case
arising from the implementation of the policy.

e Any remissions will be funded by an allocated amount set within the School’'s
budget.

10.2 Charges for individual pupils may not:

e exceed the actual cost of providing the optional extra activity divided by the number
of pupils willing participate

e include an element of subsidy for pupils whose parents wish them to participate but
are unwilling or able to apply

e include the cost of alternative provision for more pupils who do not wish to
participate, where a small part of the activity take place in school hours.

11. Equal Opportunities

It is the requirement of the Governing body that this policy be applied fairly to all pupils,
regardless of ethnicity.

It is the policy of the Governing Body to ensure that all Looked After Children are also
given the opportunity to participate fully in all activities.

This policy will be monitored by the Headteacher and reviewed by all stakeholders
within the school every two years.

This policy will be available to all staff, governors and parents.



